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Philosophy Statement/Rationale
We believe that marking is about responding appropriately to children’s work,
praising and identifying good aspects as well as highlighting the way forward
in order to improve.

This school exists for its pupils to enjoy today and prepare for their tomorrows.
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Effective feedback can have 21 months progress in 12 months, i.e. a
potential gain of 9 months. (Prof. J. Westburnham)
Much of our response to children’s work can be found in books and on
display. A great deal of our work is practical and much response is verbal; a
great deal of verbal praise and identification of next steps will be given. We
use our judgement as professionals in a constructive way in order to take
learners forward.
From the evidence of children’s performance we ask:•
•
•

What does it tell me?
How can we use it?
What are we going to do next?

Purpose
The purposes of our marking policy are:•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To provide feedback in order to aid learning
To recognise, encourage and reward pupils’ progress and effort
To provide a record of pupils’ progress
To encourage pupils to strive for improvement
To give direction towards the next step in learning
To achieve continuity in our responses throughout the school
To show that the teacher has reviewed the work
To help inform parents of children’s progress
To encourage pupils to develop target setting skills
To promote self esteem and a sense of pride
To promote a sense of achievement

Marking Procedures
• Work will be marked using a green pen
• Marking is carried out daily for English / Maths and weekly for other
subjects
• Marking is to celebrate strengths and indicate weaknesses and ways
forward
• Marking shows that pupils’ work is valued and provides opportunity for
praise
• Marking plays an integral part in classroom activities
• Teachers will use feedback from marking to inform future planning and
to update INCERTS
• Marking is consistent throughout the school
• Marking should refer to learning objectives / success criteria which
have been shared with pupils at the start of the session
• Good presentation is expected from pupils and teachers. This needs
to be an exemplary model. Marking is for the children and they need to
be able to read it.
•
•
•

Comments will be written in language that the child understands
Opportunity should be given to marking work with pupils present and
oral feedback given (OF)
Pupils may mark their own work or peer mark to give each other
appropriate feedback (SA & PA)
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•

Supply teachers are to date and mark work in accordance with the
policy and annotate with ST

The following range of written responses may be given by teachers:•
•

•
•
•

Double ticking to show pupils you really like something they have
written / done
Writing a prompt question for the pupils to respond to (pupils need time
to respond i.e. immediately in FP and as soon as possible for approx.
20 minutes in KS2). These prompts can be used to move pupils into
the next outcome / level e.g. 4a to 5c.
Annotations such as time taken, support given (HMI)
Personal responses to work by pupils
Praise for milestones achieved

Welsh praise phrases should be used as appropriate.
This policy will be reviewed annually or where there are changes in practice.

Marking and Feedback Codes
All marking by the teacher should be completed using a green pen.
Symbol:

Meaning:
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Correct
!

!

X
___
sp

Double tick to show where the success criteria and
therefore the learning objective have been met
Incorrect
English and Maths for spelling
Spelling to be looked up and corrected or correct
version given by the teacher
Finger Space

H

High level of support given

M

Medium level of support given

I

Independent work

P

Punctuation

C

Capital letter needed

OF

Oral feedback given to the pupil

//

Insert a paragraph

*

Star – gap task, activity to complete

E PR

E = edit your work

PR = proofread your work

?

Does not make sense – think again

ST

Supply teacher

you’re

you are

your

It belongs to you.

they’re

they are

their

It belongs to
them.

there

a place

we’re

we are

were

past tense of are

where

a place

then

A point in time.

than

A method of
comparison.

two

The number 2.

to

Indicates motion

too

also or
excessively

practise
practice

verb
noun

You need to practise your handwriting.
You are practising golf.
The doctor has been practising for 10 years.
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He is a practised man.
I have done my football practice.
Without enough practice, she would not get better at English.
Practice makes perfect.
She visits her local doctor’s practice.
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